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Is the Elephant Going Extinct?

For decades, people have made hasty predictions that a Political Party that does not hold the presidency is dying off. With the twenty-twelve election beating on the door, many make the claim that the Republicans have reached the extinction point. Is the system leaning left so far, that it is forcing all the right side to the left, turning our multi-party system into a single-party-system?  Is the death of the Elephant near? 
The two major political parties in America, the Elephant (Republican), and Donkey (Democrat) are more like twin sisters. They have the same interests, but have their own unique sense of belief. They are always having knockout drag-down, hair-pulling catfights, but really need each other’s opinion to negotiate through the hard times. However, what happens if one sister ceased to exist, in this case the Republican Party. If the Republican Party fails to present a successful Presidential bid in twenty-twelve could the Elephant permanently lose its political appeal, and be moving toward extinction by the twenty-sixteen Presidential election. 
 Obviously, America is a multi-party system. The Republicans need the Democrats. Like each sister needs one another to confide in. In the current political era, neither party has successfully held control of any branch of government for more than twenty years. Nor does the trend look to be breaking anytime soon. The Elephant is fast gaining momentum. Nobody can foresee a clear leader in the continuing election. The Republicans stampede to gain ground.

Kristen Soltis, Vice President of the Winston Group a Republican Polling Firm in Washington and debater on Room for Debate, claims that the G.O.P. is “Not Near Death, but at a Turning Point.” Soltis suggests a rebranding of the Republican Party, such as the “Tea-Party” of twenty-ten, which will convince the majority of voters that they have an alternative option running in the twenty-twelve Presidential Election. With a rebranding in the future, the Democrats and Republicans will both face the next hurdle in American politics. (Soltis)
However, the Republicans need to learn to compromise with the interest of the shifting demographics. Ruy Teixeira is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Progress Action Fund, a Democratic Research, and Advocacy Company based in Washington D.C. He debates the current Republican policies, and how they are deterring votes, he claims the Republican Party fails to appeal to the Hispanic Community. Teixeira examines the fact the Republicans turn their back on the immigration debate and redirect the debate to issues that appeal more to their “conservative ideology.” Ruy Teixeira claims the G.O.P. fail to present a candidate that can straddle the middle ground or that appeal to people that have lost faith in the Obama administration. Furthermore, all Political Parties need to compromise with the interest of Americans rights and well-being in mind. Like so many controversial laws that linger in Americas past, just because of compromise.  (Teixeira)

As many scholarly individuals debate the topic of “Is the Republican Party near Death?” Some individuals stand to defend the party they choose to be affiliated with.  Ron Christie a Republican writer for GoVote.com and a Presidential Aid under George W. Bush presents the fact that in the twenty-ten election, people voted Republican. Additionally, the Republican Party won the majority of the House seat that was up for re-election. Mr. Christie preaches that the two-thousand-eight election was not the turning point in nation’s political beliefs, but twenty-ten was. (Christie) The Tea Party shook the nation with its firestorm of media coverage and the Republican Party re-took the majority of the House seats.  
Nonetheless, Ron Christie fails to mention that at caucus meetings and primary elections Americans voted out the Republican incumbents that held office for generations, and replaced them with young-blood Republicans.  Case and point, United States Senator Bob Bennett from Utah lost the Republican nod in May twenty-ten at the Utah State Republican Convention, Bennett retired instantly. Moreover, a young, up and coming Republican Mike Lee filled Bennett’s seat on the senate floor in the November twenty-ten general election.  
An inevitable rebranding of the Republican and Democrat Parties is fast approaching. Rebranding political parties gives them a chance to be reborn, to reorganize the Party, and attempt to regain the ground they lose because of the generation gap. That happens when one politician becomes outdated to the voting majority. The Parties will both rebrand and move on to the next campaign and focus on nit picking the next President or up and coming politician. Politics is a dirty game with many who play, but few who are great, and even less that are liked. Every election, all parties who participate are eager to claim victory. Moreover, claim that the opposing political group is dying off, and do so prematurely.  Ultimately, the multi-party system will exist, up until, Americans stand on the same side of center. 
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