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Faraday’s Formative Years 
Michael Faraday changed the way people live and think. However, Faraday was not born into luxury and wealth, but poverty and hardship.  He was born of modest means and lost his mother at a young age. In his youth, perhaps Michael Faraday’s future looked much like that typical of his time. Faraday’s family did not have the means to provide a tertiary education, let alone a secondary one. Consequently, at a young age Michael Faraday took an apprenticeship under a bookbinder. Perhaps, his apprenticeship was his tertiary education, minus the math. Ultimately, Faraday spent seven years reading and working as a bookbinder; until he was given an opportunity to apprentice under Humphrey Davey. 
Michael Faraday’s Unlikely Path as a Child
(Ages 0 to 21)

Michael Faraday was born in Newington Butts, England on September 22, 1791. He was born to a hardworking family. His father James Faraday was a blacksmith, and was born in northern England. James Faraday struggled to make a living and struggled even more to provide a stable environment for his 4 children. As the third of four kids, Michael Faraday did not show signs of being the father of the motor and lines of force. Rather, as a young child Michael Faraday had had a hard time picking up language skills; in fact, from this he had a speech impediment his whole life.  

In Faraday’s time it was a commonplace for the mother to oversee the children’s education. Sadly, when Michael Faraday was 7 his mother Margaret Hastwell ,died of abdominal cancer. (O'Connor, J. J., & Robertson, E. F. (n.d.)) After Margaret Hastwell died the Faraday family found comfort in their faith. Michael Faraday had strong ties to Christianity; many times the Faraday family fell back on their faith. Never the less, James Faraday struggled to provide and the family had to move around London. With his mother gone Michael Faraday turned to the streets. 

In 1804, at the age of 13 Michael Faraday started as an errand boy for George Riebau, a local printing press owner. Young Michael Faraday delivered newspapers and served Mr. Riebau as he wished for a year. After a year as an errand boy, George Riebau indentured Michael Faraday as a bookbinder’s apprentice. (O'Connor, J. J., & Robertson, E. F) Perhaps, the apprenticeship turned out to be “the diamond in the rough” for young Faraday. 
Michael Faraday’s father could not provide a tertiary education and now Michael had endless amounts of books at his fingertips. In letters Michael Faraday wrote, he accredited his apprenticeship years as his formal education. He read every chemistry book and electricity based book that he stitched. The resent Cosmos with Neil de Gross Tyson, episode 10 was about Michael Faraday and it was titled “The Electric Boy.”(The Cosmos) As an apprentice his fascination with science was sparked. Thus, you never know where your life will take you.  
When Michael Faraday’s apprenticeship came to an end at 21 years old, he was again graced with luck. In the spring of 1812, the year his apprenticeship ended, William Dance, a customer of Riebau's, gave Faraday tickets to attend four lectures by the professor of chemistry at the Royal Institution, Humphry Davy. (Spartacus Educational) A supreme note taker, Faraday kept journals of his observations of Davy’s Lectures, an astounding 300 pages. When his friend, William Dance read the journals he advised Michael Faraday to send them to Davy. As most stories go Faraday was reluctant and did not send them. However, Faraday decided to send the Journal to Humphry Davy. Davy was impressed with Faraday’s skills, but overlooked him because he did not have a need for him. However, Michael Faraday would hear more from Davy soon. 
Humphry Davy was preparing to travel on a 2 year lecture tour. Davy’s travel plans had been thwarted when his assistant suffered an injury in the lab. Furthermore, Davy’s Valet quit and left Davy with an empty spot. Needing to replace his secretary he called on Michael Faraday, 1 year after Faraday gave Davy his journal. Ultimately, Humphry Davy’s lecture tour happened and Michael Faraday was on it as a temporary secretary to Davy. However, Davy’s wife treated Michael Faraday as the valet and servant. Consequently, Faraday felt like leaving the tour because of Davy’s wife, but he did not. Perhaps, Michael Faraday knew that the opportunity to rub elbows with the scientific elite was once in a lifetime, and the time was at that moment in his life.  

Ultimately, nobody knows their future and Michael Faraday was no exception. He was born to an impoverished family that found peace in their faith and they were content with their life. Michael Faraday should be an influence in life. He was future at birth looked to be average. When Faraday was an apprentice for George Riebau he took advantage of his position and read every book he could. Finally, even as a temporary secretary for Humphry Davy he found a way to persevere. Thus, Faraday is not only someone to admire for his scientific observations, but for his desire to keep on moving forward even in dark times.        
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