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1. Original Source
Title: Do blue eyes stem from the Black Sea 8,000 years ago?
Author: Douglas Stranglin is a writer for USA Today, and he has over 4,000 published articles. His articles are mostly current events.
      Source: Stanglin, Douglas. "Do Blue Eyes Stem from the Black Sea 8,000 Years 
Ago?" USA Today. Gannett, 27 Feb. 2012. Web. 05 Feb. 2014. 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/02/do-blue-eyes-stem-from-a-black-sea-resident-8000-years-ago/1#.UvKft_ldUud>

The mutation of blue eyes, originated some eight thousand years ago around the area of the Black Sea. The mutation altered the OCA2 (oculocutaneous albinism II) gene located on chromosome 15, which turned off the brown eye pigment. Light eye color is believed to suffer from the founder effect, which means that all people with blue eyes are traced back to the founder in this case the carrier of the mutated gene.  The article touches on natural selection, saying that the blue eyes and blond hair was attractive to the opposite sex. He then uses sexual selection as the driving force for the spread of blue eyes, “Even back then, the blue-eyed blonde was not only in demand, but also definitely would have more fun”. (Stanglin, 2012)  

Douglas Stranglin uses terminology that proves that he at least understood the topic. Also, if you hear things from multiple sources, generally it shows a trend. Mr. Stranglins representation is also based off of College level research. Thus, he can be taken as a credible source.  

The relevance to biological anthropology is in the topic, where blue eyes originated. The fact that the mutation accrued in people from Denmark, Turkey, and Jordan; eye color may be beneficial to the environment, but was not caused by it. Finally, the blue eye mutation happened not so long ago and grew fast. This proves that some traits are successful only because of sexual selection, or popular with the opposite sex.  


Synthesis: People with blue eyes share an ancestor, which benefited sexually from the mutation of eye color. 
1. Reflectiion:
My Question, what is the importance of eye color other than attracting mates? 
I found a theory on the purpose of the pigment in eyes. People of that part of the world spent more time in darker climates; therefore, the mutation in pigment might have helped allow for more light. 

The most challenging part of the assignment was trying to come up with an interesting topic; not only for me but for my classmates. Furthermore, it was difficult to separate ideas I heard in cultural anthropology and physical anthropology. I really wanted to discuss race but could not steer away from the cultural based descriptions Americans use.


I would let myself down if I believed everything I was told, or read. Therefore, before I believe anything I try to hear it from multiple, unrelated sources. After finding many articles on this topic I then chose the most well-known publishers. Finally, I read available research conducted by the University of Copenhagen, which was obviously the base for the article. 

I think the information is valuable for the future as a conversation peace, or to educate a person on evolution concepts; such as mutation, founder effect and genetic drift. 
2. Related Source
Title: Blue-eyed Humans Have a Single, Common Ancestor.

Author: University of Copenhagen

Source: University of Copenhagen. "Blue-eyed Humans Have A Single, Common 
Ancestor. ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 31 Jan. 2008. Web. 04 Feb. 2014. 
<http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/01/080130170343.htm>.

Six to ten thousand years ago, one person was born with a mutated eye color. The blue-eyed person was born with a gene known as OCA2. The gene OCA2, “codes for the so-called P protein,” said Professor Eiberg from the Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine. (University of Copenhagen, 2008) Originally, people have brown eyes, but within the last ten thousand years the melanin deprived iris showed its color, and it was blue.   
